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OBJECTIVE

Cultural context of Indigenous peoples 
integrated into the international human rights 
system
Exercise and enjoyment of human rights



UNITED NATIONS VOLUNTARY TRUST FUND 
FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

1985



Mandate and 
Purpose

• Established by the General Assembly in 1985 
(RES.40/131), expanded through Resolution 56/140 in 
2001 and again by Resolution 63/161 in 2008

• Provides financial and technical assistance to 
representatives of Indigenous communities to directly 
participate in and engage the following mechanisms:  
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
Human Rights Treaty Bodies, Universal Periodic Review, 
and Human Rights Council

• ILO as a specialized agency of the UN

• Funded through contributions from Governments, 
NGOs, and other private or public entities



Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
2000



Mandate and 
Purpose

Provide expert advice and recommendations on 
indigenous issues to the Council, as well as to 
programmes, funds and agencies of the United 
Nations, through the Council

Raise awareness and promote the integration and 
coordination of activities related to indigenous 
issues within the UN system

Prepare and disseminate information on indigenous 
issues

Six mandated areas of the UNPFII

Economic and Social Development
Culture
Environment
Education
Health
Human Rights

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/economic-and-social-development.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/culture.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/environment.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/education.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/health.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/human-rights.html


Enhance
Mandate

• Significant achievement of the UN Declaration
• Legal status and effects of the UN Declaration
• Key Standards
• State obligations relating to human rights
• Human rights must prevail over “consensus” within UN
• Country visit and “exit” reports
• Role of the Secretariat
• Inter-Agency Support Group



United Nations
Special Rapporteur

on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

2001



Mandate and 
Purpose

Promotes good practices, including new laws, 
government programs, and constructive 
agreements between indigenous peoples and 
states, to implement international standards 
concerning the rights of indigenous peoples 
(See Promotion of good practices);

Reports on the overall human rights situations of 
indigenous peoples in selected countries 
(See Country reports);

Addresses specific cases of alleged violations of the 
rights of indigenous peoples through 
communications with Governments and others 
(See Communications);

Conducts or contributes to thematic studies on topics 
of special importance regarding the promotion and 
protection of the rights of indigenous peoples 
(See Thematic studies).

The Special Rapporteur undertakes efforts to follow-up 
on the recommendations included in her 
predecessor’s reports in relation to the foregoing 
areas of work.

Additionally, reports annually on activities to the 
Human Rights Council (See Annual reports).

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/PromotionGoodPractices.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/CountryReports.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/Communications.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/ThematicStudies.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx


United Nations Human Rights Council
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

2007



Mandate and 
Purpose

The Expert Mechanism provides the Human 
Rights Council with expertise and advice on the 
rights of indigenous peoples as set out in the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and assists Member States, 
upon request, in achieving the ends of the 
Declaration through the promotion, protection 
and fulfilment of the rights of indigenous 
peoples.



Future 
challenges

• Voluntary contributions

• Expansion of mandates and strategic use of Treaty 
Bodies, UPR, and HRC

• Joint statements and alignment of strategies

• Implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, emphasis on national arenas

• Ensuring that Indigenous peoples’ concerns and  
complaints are presented in the appropriate human 
rights mechanism

• Mutually reinforcing and compatible use of all 
international human rights instruments, UN, OAS, ILO

• Unfortunate linkage between “local communities” and 
Indigenous peoples

• Insufficient monitoring of various international for a

• Silos of inter-governmental organizations



CONCLUSION

Urgent need to implement standards to safeguard 
Indigenous peoples remains constant.
The direct participation of Indigenous peoples must be 
recognized and respected. In this way, the UN member 
states will help to ensure the sustainable future of  
Indigenous peoples worldwide.
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