Critical Conversations: Water and Borders -- A Roundtable

A sixties scoop survivor, Dr. Cary Miller is Anishinaabe and
descends from St. Croix and Leech Lake communities in
Wisconsin and Minnesota. In 2017 she made the move to
Winnipeg as the Head of Indigenous Studies and now serves
as the Associate Vice President Indigenous — Scholarship,
Research, and Curriculum at that institution. Her book
Ogimag: Anishinaabeg leadership 1760-1845 was published
with the University of Nebraska Press in 2010 and she is one
of the editors of the most recent edition of Indigenous
Peoples within Canada textbook from Oxford Press (2023). Her research is in
Anishinaabe leadership in the early 19th century, Anishinaabe women’s history, Treaties
and sovereignty, Wisconsin Indian History, and Cultures of the Great Lakes Region. She
is particularly interested in 18th and 19th century transborder North American
Indigenous histories that centre narratives of sovereign Indigenous land use, kinship and
diplomacy.

Dr. Teresa Montoya is a social scientist whose research and
media production focuses on contemporary problems of toxic
contamination in relation to historical legacies of land
3 dispossession and resource extraction across the Indigenous
Southwest. Her current manuscript project, Permeable: Diné
Politics of Extraction and Exposure, draws upon ethnography
and oral history to analyze ongoing environmental and legal
impacts for Diné communities following the 1979 Church Rock
uranium spill and the 2015 Gold King mine spill across the
Navajo Nation. Her broader research interests include tribal
jurisdiction and sovereignty around environmental issues,
climate justice, and water governance of the Colorado River.
She is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University
of Chicago and an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation.

Dr. Emma S. Norman serves as the Department Chair of the Native
Environmental Science program at Northwest Indian College, where
she has been on faculty since 2002. Emma works alongside and with
Indigenous communities to increase diversity in the sciences and
open up space for multiple ways of knowing. Her writing and
teaching engage with critical geographies of space, specifically
decolonizing borderlands and Indigenous water governance. She is
the author of Governing Transboundary Water: Canada, the United
States and Indigenous communities, which won the Julian Minghi
award for best book in Political Geography in 2015. She is also the
co-editor of Water without Borders: Canada, the United States and




Shared Waters (with Alice Cohen and Karen Bakker), and Negotiating Water Governance: Why
the Politics of Scale Matter (with Christina Cook and Alice Cohen).

Dr. Nicole J. Wilson is a scholar of settler origin whose research
examines Indigenous relationships with water and water
governance in the context of colonialism and environmental
change. She is an Assistant Professor and Canada Research Chair in
Arctic Environmental Change and Governance in the Department of
Environment & Geography and the Centre for Earth Observation
Science at the University of Manitoba. She is also the co-chair of the
UM United Nations Academic Impact Hub for Sustainable
Development Goal 6 on Clean Water and Sanitation.
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