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INTRODUCTION

/ /  THE FIRST 10  YEARS REPORT 2023
Centre for Human Rights Research

The  purpose  of  th is  guide  is  to  acknowledge  and  honour  the  work  and  the 
impact  of  the  Centre  for  Human  Rights  Research  (CHRR)  at  the  Univers i ty of  
Manitoba  dur ing  i ts  f i rst  10  years .

The  CHRR  col lect ive ly  works  together  with  researchers  and  community 
members  to  contr ibute  to  the  human  r ights  research  landscape,  and  to 
i l lustrate  and  present  human  r ights ,  Indigenous  r ights ,  and  socia l  just ice 
research  through  a  var iety  of  mediums,  inc luding  publ ic  events  and  open 
ta lks ,  seminar  ser ies ,  workshops,  gather ings,  publ icat ions,  and  supported 
research  projects .  This  guide  is  intended  to  be  a  record  the  CHRR’s  f i rst 10  
years .

WHAT IS THE CHRR?
The  CHRR  is  a  research  centre  based  on  Treaty  1  terr i tory  on  the 
Univers i ty  of  Manitoba’s  Fort  Garry  campus  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  The 
CHRR  was  establ ished  in  2012  with  the  a im  to  br ing  together  people  and 
organizat ions  –  both  within  and  outs ide  the  Univers i ty  –  to  enhance 
interdisc ip l inary  and  col laborat ive  research  capaci ty ,  create  r icher  t ra ining 
opportunit ies  for  students,  and  fac i l i tate  the  fusion  of  research-dr iven 
knowledge,  publ ic  pol icy  and  inte l lectual  debate  on  issues  re lated  to 
human  r ights  and  socia l  just ice .  The  centre  a ims  to  fac i l i tate  research  that is  
both  academical ly  r igorous  and  accessib le  to  the  publ ic .  

The  CHRR  is  supported  by  four  facul t ies  at  the  Univers i ty  of  Manitoba: 
Arts ,  Law,  Socia l  Work,  and  Educat ion.  I t  a lso  works  with  researchers  and 
pract i t ioners  in  near ly  a l l  the  facul t ies  at  the  Univers i ty  of  Manitoba  and 
has  a  part icular ly  st rong  re lat ionship  with  the  Rady  Facul ty  of  Heal th 
Science  and  the  Clayton  H.  Riddel l  Facul ty  of  Environment,  Earth,  and 
Resources.
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THE FOUNDERS
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The  CHRR  was  the  bra inchi ld  of  Karen  Busby .  In  2009, the  Univers i ty  of  
Manitoba’s  strategic  research  plan  ident i f ied  human  r ights as  a  pr ior i ty ,  
not ing  that  the  locat ion  of  the  Canadian  Museum  for  Human Rights  a ided  
Winnipeg  in  i ts  goal  to  become  a  g lobal ly - recognized  centre for  human  
r ights .  Karen  Busby,  a  professor  of  law  whose  research  and l i t igat ion  
focuses  on  sexual/reproduct ive  r ights ,  as  wel l  as  Indigenous r ights ,  
had  been  approached  by  the  Univers i ty  of  Manitoba  to  begin 
explor ing  how  to  contr ibute  to  Winnipeg  as  a  human  r ights  centre . 
Professor  Busby  then  reached  out  to  award-winning  journal ist  and  human 
r ights  advocate  Helen  Fal ld ing  and,  working  together ,  the  Centre  for 
Human  Rights  Research  began  to  take  form.  
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Karen Busby (left) and Helen Fallding (right), UM Today, 2020. 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/karen-busby
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THEMES GUIDING
CHRR'S WORK

Each year , the CHRR pr ior i t izes 
areas of research focus, based 
in part on the human r ights 
context in which we l ive , as wel l 
as the changing composit ion of 
the CHRR’s Research Af f i l ia tes . 

Borders  and  Human  Rights .  Launched  in  Ju ly  2022,  the  CHRR  focuses  on  the 
intersect ion  of  borders  and  human  r ights ,  recogniz ing  that  borders  ex ist 
beyond  the  geopol i t ica l  boundar ies  of  states  –  and  that  i t  is  of ten  the  state  that 
forc ib ly  created  the  border  in  nat ions.  The  CHRR  explores  borders  that  may  not f i t  
under  the  “tradi t ional”  border  language,  such  as  borders  of  v i r tue,  ident i ty , 
Indigenei ty ,  gender ,  the  body  and  economy;  a l l  borders  that  mani fest  
wi thin and  across  empires  and  states.  View  more  here.

Indigenous  Peoples  &  Human  Rights .  The  CHRR  works  c losely  wi th 
Indigenous  researchers  and  sett ler  a l l ies  to  support  research  that  focuses  on 
Indigenous  peoples’  r ight  to  se l f -determinat ion,  and  the  human  r ights  and 
fundamental f reedoms of Indigenous peoples in Turt le Is land and 
internat ional ly .  The  CHRR  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  founding  of  the  NCTR and  
cont inues  to  work  c losely  wi th  the  NCTR  to  support  i ts  goals  in  research and  
outreach.  View  more  here. 

Right  to  Food  and  Water .  As  per  Art ic le  25  of  the  Universal  Declarat ion  of 
Human  Rights  “Everyone  has  the  r ight  to  a  standard  of  l iv ing  adequate  for 
heal th  and  wel l -being.”  (United  Nat ions,  2015) .  This  theme  focuses  on  water 
r ights ,  sani tat ion,  food  secur i ty ,  and  food  sovereignty .  View  more  here.

Sexual  and  Reproduct ive  Rights .  Indiv iduals  should  be  able  to  exerc ise 
control  over  their  bodies,  inc luding  reproduct ive  decis ion-making  and  sexual and  
reproduct ive  secur i ty .  The  CHRR  focuses  research  on  Sexual  Assaul t  law, sexual  
v io lence  at  post -secondary  inst i tut ions,  ass isted  human  reproduct ion, and  laws  
surrounding  sex  work,  acknowledging  both  sex  workers '  agency  and the  r isk  for  
exploi tat ion.  View  more  here.  

History  and  Commemorat ion.  The  CHRR  supports  research  that  explores 
history  f rom  a  human  r ights  perspect ive .  History  is  about  the  past  but  how  we 
understand,  teach,  and  ce lebrate  i t  matters  to  the  present  and  to  human  r ights . 
View  more  here.

3

https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/borders/
https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/indigenous-peoples-human-rights/
https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/right-to-food-and-water/
https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/reproductive-sexual-rights/
https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/history-and-commemoration/
https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/borders/


INDIGENOUS PEOPLES &
HUMAN RIGHTS

Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as individuals, of all 
human rights, to live in freedom, peace, and security as self-determinative and self-governed nations. 
Human rights is one tool that can work to ensure Indigenous peoples shall not be subjected to 
any act of violence including any act of genocide. Human rights are also a tool through which 
Indigenous peoples can pressure the federal government for resources to ensure access to clean 
drinking water – a fundamental human right, affordable provisions, and access to the Land and its 
resources. Being able to understand that Indigenous peoples have not been afforded basic human 
rights is the first step of action. If we continue to work towards Winnipeg being a human rights city 
and to meeting Canada’s international human rights obligations, we must also acknowledge its genocidal 
and unjust relationship with Indigenous peoples. These resources and activities listed below and 
indeed throughout this report are critical in that they capture our focus at the CHRR and allow for a 
deeper look into the intersection of human rights and Indigenous rights, what defines human rights, and 
how human rights continue to play into society.
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Photo Credit: CHRR, Demanding job creation, Manitoba legislative building, 1979.



Through  i ts  Smal l  Grants  program,  the  CHRR  has  dedicated  f inancia l  support  to 
interdisc ip l inary  research  projects  that  explore  and  highl ight  the  research  theme  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  and  Human  Rights .  Throughout  the  years ,  th is  has  inc luded 
projects  on  missing  and  murdered  Indigenous  Women  and  Gir ls ,  intergroup 
dia logue  groups,  toolk i ts  to  bui ld  re lat ions  between  Indigenous  and  non-Indigenous 
youth,  water  r ights ,  repatr iat ion,  the  legacy  of  Resident ia l  Schools ,  and  res ident ia l 
school  denia l ism.

The  CHRR  has  hosted  many  events  and 
workshops  centred  on  highl ight ing  Indigenous 
scholars  and  act iv ists  and  making  space  for 
Indigenous  ways  of  knowing.  This  inc ludes 
events  that  focus  on  Abor ig inal  law;  the  chi ld 
wel fare  system;  heal ing  and  connect ion;  heal th 
and  wel lness  of  Indigenous  Peoples;  land 
r ights ;  Land  Back;  reproduct ive  r ights ;  and 
water  r ights .  This  a lso  inc ludes  the  creat ion  of an  
onl ine  plat form  and  open  access  journal  At the  
Forks  with  Dr.  Kiera  Ladner  to  explore  the 
intersect ion  of  human  r ights  and  Indigenous 
r ights  with  a  part icular  focus  on  the  prai r ies . 
Car l ie  Kane,  CHRR  Student  Researcher  and Law  
Student  at  Robson  Hal l ,  created  a  page and  
t imel ine  for  Abor ig inal  Law  Resources which  
inc ludes  landmark  jur isprudence  and 
informat ion.  View  the  resource  page  here.
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Photo Credit: Kane, C. 2018, Tipi and Eagle at the 
University of Manitoba

Photo credit (from left): Albert McLeod/Two-Spirited People of Manitoba Inc; The REDress Project
(University of Toronto, 2017), artist Jaime Black/photographer Sam Javanrouh; Canadian Union of Postal Workers; Charles Edward 
Miller/cemillerphotography.com



The CHRR continues to support human rights and Indigenous rights research and researchers, both 
academic and community- based. This support includes, but is not limited to:
1. Assisting in grant writing.
2. Navigating and managing administrative processes for the institution.
3. Programme building and support.
4. Sharing information including creating spaces and outlets for researchers to share their work.
5. Facilitating and hosting events.
6. Providing opportunities for leadership and mentorship of emerging scholars and researchers, including 
students.

Throughout its first 10 years, CHRR has led or collaborated on a number of funded research projects 
including: 

RESEARCH & EVENT
HIGHLIGHTS

WATER RESEARCH PROJECTS [2014-2018]

This included a 6-year project facilitated by Dr. Annemieke Farenhorst and Wendy Ross on access to 
clean, safe, and accessible drinking water in First Nations communities. See project information, 
research papers and policy results here. 
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IMPLENTATION OF UNDRIP [2019]

A 5-year project led by Celeste McKay, in collaboration with Grand Chief Wilton Littlechild and 
Professor Brenda Gunn exploring the implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). “The UN Declaration is monumental because it is the only 
human rights instrument created with the participation of the rights holders themselves. Further, 
it specifically recognizes that Indigenous peoples’ rights are both collective and individual. 
The UN Declaration sets the floor for Indigenous peoples’ rights – the minimum necessary to 
meet international human rights standards, not a ceiling. States are free to apply higher standards or 
stronger rights than those set out in the UN Declaration.” (Gunn, 2011, p. 6) This project provided 
opportunities for Indigenous law students to complete research and included hosting a national 
academic forum on the human rights of Indigenous peoples. A public lecture on Indigenous self-
determination was hosted by UN Expert Member Megan Davis. You can also view the UNDRIP 
handbook here.

Centre for Human Rights Research
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https://chrr.info/chrr-themes/right-to-food-and-water/water-rights/
https://chrr.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/UNDRIP_Handbook_WEB.pdf
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MISSING THE BUS

A SSHRC-funded project with Adele Perry, Karine Duhamel, and Jocelyn Thorpe examining the 
connections of public transit and Indigenous women and Two-Spirit Plus people in Western 
Canada. Read the full report here.
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AT THE FORKS

A SSHRC-funded collaboration between CHRR and Mamawipawin to create a digital platform and 
meeting place for conversation on the intersections between Indigenous rights and human rights, with 
focus on the prairies and its neighbours. At the Forks is now available on an open-access platform 
titled Open Journal System. View more about this project here.

Photo Credit: Anonymous (n.d.) Six Nations of the Grand River. 

https://chrr.info/chrr-supported-research/missing-the-bus/
https://chrr.info/at-the-forks/


SIGNIFICANT EVENTS &
PROGRAMMING

CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS SERIES
Beginning in 2011, the CHRR hosts an annual series of conversations and 
talks. Each year, the Critical Conversations Series is guided by a theme 
with guest speakers bringing the topic to life. Although often connected 
to a University class, the series is always open to the public. 
Information on the series is available here. 
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SPEAKERS BUREAU
Beginning in 2011, the CHRR, with funding from the Faculty of Law 
Endowment Fund, offers free presentations for teachers (primarily 
Grades 7-12) on human rights topics. The volunteer presenters are 
typically law and Master of Human Rights students supported by a paid, 
part-time coordinator who is often an upper-level law student with 
previous experience as a presenter. Visit the webpage here.

SMALL GRANTS
Since 2012, the CHRR has supported research by offering small grants 
to University of Manitoba researchers for interdisciplinary human rights 
projects. A list of small grant recipients and their projects can be 
found here.

DOING THE WORK
The CHRR, in collaboration with the National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation hosted a virtual panel and Q & A session on what 
settlers need to know about the Indian Residential School system in 
Canada. A video of the event is available here.

METHODS AND MEDIUMS
Human rights research has been challenged for the laxness to which 
it has approached questions of methodologies and method (Andreassen, 
Sano, & McInerney-Lankford, 2017). As such, in 2021, the CHRR 
created an interactive workshop series to explore methodological 
questions, research methods, and various means of disseminating 
information. Many of the workshops are available online here.
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Las Fotos Project, (n.d.) Indigenous Rally in the Street

Biascioli, A. (n.d.) People Protesting for Human
Rights (Canva Free Image)

Photo Credit: Kane, C. 2019, Wet’suwet’en
solidarity protest in Downtown Winnipeg.

https://chrr.info/past-events/critical-conversations/
https://chrr.info/past-events/critical-conversations/
https://chrr.info/speakers-bureau/
https://chrr.info/chrr-supported-research/small-grant-recipients/
https://chrr.info/blog/doing-the-work-what-settlers-need-to-know-about-the-residential-school-system-in-canada/
https://chrr.info/past-events/
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RE When the Canadian Museum for Human Rights broke ground in 
2009, Karen Busby was tasked by the University of Manitoba to make 
the University of Manitoba a top choice for students and scholars of 
human rights, thus providing the institutional foundation for the 
Centre for Human Rights Research. In 2010, Prof. Busby received 
$75,000 from the University of Manitoba’s Academic Enhancement 
Fund to establish the CHRR with financial support from the Faculties 
of Law, Education, Arts, and Social Work. Both Karen Busby and Helen 
Fallding, an award-winning journalist and human rights advocate, 
worked together to create the foundation of the CHRR and build it into the 
Centre it is today. 

In 2020, Karen Busby stepped down from her role as director of the 
CHRR. In recognition of Prof. Karen Busby’s devotion to founding 
the CHRR and building interdisciplinary research teams, such as the 
project to tackle drinking water issues on First Nations, the centre 
presented her with a print by Métis artist Christi Belcourt. 
Distinguished Professor of History, Dr. Adele Perry took over as the 
research centre’s new director July 1, 2020. In 2021, co-founder and 
manager of the CHRR Helen Fallding retired, and Dr. Pauline 
Tennent became the second permanent manager of the Centre. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaped, and continues to shape, both 
the content and delivery of the CHRR’s work – not least shifting to 
the world online. Although this shift to online diminished in-
person contact, it produced other possibilities and opportunities 
including the ability to collaborate with people and communities in 
diverse locations. 

Human rights and the struggles for equity and social justice are 
complex and dynamic. They are often contested and exist in divisive 
contexts. And as the struggles for human rights continue to evolve, so 
too must our approaches to human rights and social justice research. 
This demands collective action at multiple levels, and requires 
that we as researchers, practitioners, activists, advocates, and 
community members, work together across and between disciplines, 
training, and life experiences. The CHRR will work towards greater 
awareness and public dialogue around human rights issues and 
the realization of human rights in our communities. 
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