	
	
	



Mercury Poisoning in Grassy Narrows Presentation: Activities and Assignments
These activities assignments are in connection with the Mercury Poisoning in Grassy Narrows Presentation.
Kahoot!:
This Kahoot is a part of the presentation, a way for the students to briefly engage in the information they were presented.
Answer Key:
1) What is Bioaccumulation?
· An accumulation of contaminants in an organism
2) Biomagnification is an increase in concentration, such as mercury in an organism.
· True
3) What is Trophic Transfer?
· The passing of contaminants within a food chain
4) What river was impacted by the dumping of nearly 9 tonnes of toxic chemicals in the 60s and 70s?
· English-Wabigoon River 
5) Japanese specialists in _______ disease, studied people of Grassy Narrows and reported they were experiencing symptoms.
· Minamata
6) Over _____% of the community in Grassy Narrows First Nation show symptoms of mercury poisoning.
· 90%
7) Why are fish recommended to be included in the human diet?
· They provide omega-3 fatty acids
8) How does mercury occur NATURALLY in the environment?
· Through volcanic activity of the weathering of rocks.
9) Once mercury is in the environment, bacteria can transform it into _____.
· Methylmercury
10) Grassy Narrows is located how far from Winnipeg?
· 120 miles East.
11) Who is a member of Grassy Narrows that shared their story?
· Rafael Fobister
· Judy Da Silva
· Sharice Bruce
· Darwin Fobister
12) What is the traditional name for Grassy Narrows?
· Asubpeeschoseewagong
Science, English Assignment
Research / Written Essay
Ask students to develop a short research essay on the topic of mercury poisoning in Grassy Narrows First Nation, using Something in the Water as their main source. Instead of a research essay, students could also have the option to write a piece describing a day in the life of someone suffering from mercury poisoning.
As a class watch Something in The Water Uploaded by ATPN Investigates on YouTube (23:51m). 
Hand out Research and Reflection questions for students to take notes while viewing the video. If you want students to use additional sources beyond the documentary, ask them to find sources from Indigenous people or groups.
Research Questions (for research essay)
Use these research questions to help develop a research essay on mercury poisoning in Grassy Narrows First Nation. Address the Who? What? Where? When? Why? and What can we do about it?
1) Where is Grassy Narrows located? Describe Grassy Narrows’ location in relation to nearby waters as well as provinces and cities.
2) How did the water become contaminated? How does that contamination reach humans? (Mention key words: Bioaccumulation. Biomagnification. Food chain. Trophic levels).
3) What are some of the symptoms and impacts associated with mercury poisoning?
4) Who is impacted by this contamination? How are the people of Grassy Narrows impacted by the contaminated water? (Detail health, economy, culture, etc.).
5) What are some of the symptoms and impacts associated with mercury poisoning?
6) What efforts need to be made and by whom to support the members of Grassy Narrows?
Reflection Questions (for day-in-the-life written essay)
Using these questions as a guide, create a character who suffers from mercury poisoning. Write about a day in their life, either in first person or third person.
1) Reflect on how mercury contamination happens, how you were exposed to mercury.
2) Think about the details of events from waking up to going to sleep.
3) Include daily activities such as bathing, eating, cleaning, communicating, etc.
4) Reflect on all possible impacts you experience (Social, economic, cultural, physical, emotional, mental, etc.) and how that affects your day-to-day life.
5) What support do you think should be provided to support a comfortable day-to-day life? Where / how would you receive it?
6) Reflect deeper into how the rest of your week may look like (think about work, grocery shopping, gatherings, school, etc.).
	
	
	



