Grassy Narrows Presentation Worksheet (Answer key)
Write down what you learned about the following:
1. Bioaccumulation:
The accumulation of contaminants such as mercury in an organism; this can be from the environment they live in, or their diet
2. Biomagnification:
an increase in concentration of a contaminant as it passes along trophic levels in a food chain
3. Trophic transfer / Trophic levels:
Trophic transfer is the passing of contaminants within a food chain, moving from one trophic level to the next
4. Anthropogenic:
Something created, caused, or influenced in an environment by human activity; examples of this could be pollution or climate change.
5. Industrial pollution: 
Is pollution that is created by industry and factories, it can be very widespread. It can contaminate our environment and impact the organisms within it.
6. Environmental racism:
Environmental racism mirrors environmental injustice, however, the burden groups are targeted based on race. Spaces are targeted for pollution from industries because the people who live there have been deemed unworthy of respect throughout history.
[bookmark: _Int_4VfAZ5l0]Fill in the blanks!:
· In 1960 – 70s, the Dryden Paper Mill dumped 9 tonnes of toxic chemical into the English-Wabigoon River System.
· Fish is a staple diet for the people of Grassy Narrows, the mercury they are ingesting from the fish stays with them forever.
· Minimata disease is a neurological syndrome caused by intense mercury poisoning.
· Elder Judy Da Silve from Grassy Narrows explains how Indigenous people are always constantly facing pollution, always the first contacted.
· The Anishinaabemowin word for water is Nibi.
List the health symptoms the people of Grassy Narrows experience from mercury poisoning:
Cognitive delays and memory loss
Anxiety 
Insomnia
Numbness in fingers and toes
Harsh headaches
Tremors
Mental Health (Depression, anxiety)

What are economic, social, and cultural impacts members of Grassy Narrows experience from the pollution of the English-Wabigoon River system?
· Loss of control of the communities' fishing efforts through pollution and by the policy and management of the Ontario Government. 
· Fishing tourism crashed; poisoning of the waters resulted in mass unemployment.
· There is social devastation from environmental destruction as some members in communities' mental health suffers.
· Indigenous people have a very spiritual and rich connection with the land and water and caring for it as it cares for us. The disregard for the pollution that's occurring in their traditional territory and waterways, violates the First Nations right to protect their culture, health and well-being of their people.

How would you explain the mercury poisoning in Grassy Narrows to someone who has never heard about it?
· Allow students to be creative with this portion. 
· Answers should highlight brief history, impacts, and how to communicate / teach about the ongoing issues.
